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Community Engagement  
Preliminary Feedback for: 

Kurow / Otematata / Omarama / Ohau 

Background 
The Waitaki District Plan is currently under review.  Council is required by the RMA to review the 
District Plan every 10 years.  The current District Plan has been under review for a number of years 
with Council having already identified key issues and options.   

We are now commencing the public consultation phase of the review process 
and starting to engage with communities and stakeholders on the issues and 
options being considered for inclusion in the draft District Plan. 

A review of the District Plan allows communities to reassess environmental outcomes and priorities, 
and to redefine their vision for the future of the district. 

A first round of community engagement took place between 20 th December 2018 and 20th January 
2019 for the upper Waitaki settlements of Ohau, Omarama, Otematata and Kurow.  It is anticipated 
that similar community engagement exercises will also be undertaken for the remaining townships n 
the district during March  April 2019. 

Purpose 
The key purposes of this early round of community engagement were;  

 To engage with local communities in the upper Waitaki townships and receive initial high level 
feedback on community views and ideas for future growth in the area; 
 
To get a sense of what the community most values in their township and to identify what key 
concerns and aspirations for the future of the areas are; 
 

 To identify changing needs within the communities of these townships; 
 

 To provide an initial opportunity for the community to influence District Plan outcomes; 
 

 To gather initial community feedback to inform the proposed Masterplans for Otematata and 
Omarama. 
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How did we engage with the 
community? 
An interactive online survey was developed for each of 
the townships of Ohau, Omarama, Otematata and 
Kurow.   A paper version of the survey was also made 
available. 

The survey was advertised via direct contact by letter to 
all ratepayers in each of the townships.  Adverts were 
also placed in local newsletters, community 
noticeboards, local radio, libraries and community 
facilities and local businesses.  An advert was also 

along with 
social media updates.  The Ahuriri Community Board 
were also involved in helping to communicate about the 
consultation and were briefed on the process prior to 
adverts being placed. 

Drop-in sessions were held during early January in 
Kurow (2 sessions), Otematata (1 session) and Omarama (2 sessions).  These sessions were hosted by 
members of the Planning Team and provided an opportunity for members of the community to discuss 
and put forward their ideas, suggestions and feedback.  The sessions were run informally and provided 
an opportunity for one-to-one discussions with Council staff.  

What did we ask the community? 
The online survey invited participants to use an interactive 
mapping tool that 
The mapping tool allowed users to identify areas within 
each township where they had particular comments to 
make, eg. to identify potential areas suitable for future 
housing and business, areas of concern, areas where 
better connections/linkages are needed etc.  The maps 
allowed for users to draw directly onto the maps and to 
make related comments. 

The area of interest for the purposes of this consultation 
exercise was limited to the built-up areas of each township 
and their immediate surroundings.
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Participants were then asked a series of questions; 

 
Question 1. Do you think there should be a one storey limit on new 

houses in Otematata?  
(This question was restricted to Otematata only) 
 

Question 2. Should we be providing for housing at higher densities 
in [your township]? 

 
Question 3. What do you like most about [your township]? 
 
Question 4. Do you agree that [your township] has a unique 

character that is different to other townships in the 
area? 

 
Question 5. What do you see as [your township]'s biggest 

challenges at the moment? 
 
Question 6. And finally, what are your aspirations/visions for [your 

township] for the next 10-20 years? 
 

Participants were also asked for their names, email address and to identify whether they were a 
resident (ratepayer), resident (non-ratepayer) or visitor. 

The hard copy version of the survey asked questions similar to those above. 
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Engagement Response 
SNAPSHOT: 

 58 online submissions received 

 12 written submission received 

 7 verbal submissions 

 77 responses in total 

 

20 people attended the drop-in sessions 
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Engagement Results 

 

Q1. Should we be providing for 
housing at higher densities in 
Kurow? 
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Q2. What do you like most about Kurow? 

 

Q3. Do you agree that Kurow has a 
unique character that is different 
to other townships in the area?  
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Q4. What do you see as Kurow's biggest challenges at the 
moment? 

 
Details of comments received:

 

Footpaths and providing a level of standard that 
is the same as Oamaru township.  Elder cannot 
walk safety and footpaths are required for 
keeping the town looking nice. 

Long grass, needs regular maintenance 
particularly during the holidays. It is a fire hazard. 
Lack of footpaths, people walk on roads. 

Tourism and it not being sustainable 

Housing and upkeep of the township  

Balance of protecting the current environment, 
affordability and ruralness, some development 
but not a boom. 

Moving into the area as there is nowhere to rent. 

Developing residential areas. Balancing the ratio 
of holiday homes with permanent residents. 
Monitoring air b&b. losing people  

Affordable housing for locals and others who 
want to live here permanently. Difficult to 
expand a business when there is no 
accommodation available for new staff. 
Expanding and maintaining our current village 
vibe. Having council take notice and realise we 
are unique and not a part of Oamaru. We pay 
hefty rates to live here, our services are not 
maintained well enough. Less holiday homes, 
more housing for young people otherwise they 
will leave us. 

Low level of maintenance for the township, with 
lawns not regularly mowed and drainages areas 
not cleared. Particular areas of concern include 
culvert beside church and drain by Freyburg 
Street. Very slow response time from council - 
suggest village person does maintenance rather 
than a contractor. 

A sense of what Kurow is, this little town has a lot 
of points as to why people visit or live here but 
requires a good slogan for what the town is 
about. We all love Richie for helping place kurow 
on the map but there is so much more to Kurow 
than Richies home town. 
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Retain the community spirit. Keep its village feel and safe. Not get too bigger. 
No more expansion of the business zone. 
Sufficient business to support community. 

I would like to see a secondary school so kids 
don't need to bus or board.  In my experience 
once people go away for school they never come 
back for work. Losing strength as a communities 
when we lose our kids. 

A town where families are happy to grow up with 
prosperous businesses creating employment and 
people like to come for holidays 

To look beautiful. To make it more welcoming. 
Completing the youth playground. 

Growth of the businesses through A2O. 
Maintaining it as a safe place for the elderly to live 
through ensuring the medical centre and 
community car continues to exist. 

To see it continue to grow, prosper and really 
come alive in both summer and winter. 

To maintain our village vibe with careful and 
thoughtful expansion. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to create a wonderful town where 
people can live, work and play in a healthy 
happy environment without the downsides of a 
big town. Please don't wreck it. 

Need to link township centre to school and Cattle 
Valley Road - provide housing along Manse Road.  
Protection of recreational spaces.

More car parking and clearer marking. 

The reserve land is a disgusting mess. It looks 
terrible when people come into the town. They 

parking as the grass is so long and some should 
be put into housing so that the rest could be 
better looked after. 

The pine trees have got so large that they are 
shading house is Freyberg Avenue from winter 
sun. They were planted as a temporary measure 
until slower growing trees were established and 
were never meant to grow so large. Removal or 
at least trimming would also make the picnic area 
more accessible  

Footpaths are needed on Gordon Street so 
t ne t 

get off the road because of long grass.  Also the 
loose gravel needs to be removed from the 
Bledisloe street footpath to make it safer for 
walking on 

Extend residential housing at Freyberg Avenue. 
Believe that extending residential housing under 
Kurow hill with lack of sunlight is a bad idea. 

Q5. And finally, what are your aspirations/visions for Kurow 
for the next 10-20 years? 

Other general comments received: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lawns and the council not mowing them enough. 
Footpaths need to be provided in back streets. 
Lighting - corners on Gordon street need better 
lighting. Carparking - needs more 
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Issues with the lack of cleaning of the culvert and 
increasing flood issues 

Trees planted as a memorial and have died and 
been removed by council in the past. Council has 
stopped irrigation and contractor mowed piping 
and more trees died. Need replanting, protection 
as memorial trees and watering. 

More parking for caravans and boats 

Put in the flashing speed limit signs at entry areas 
to Kurow along Bledisloe Road. The traffic 
through the main street can be travelling at much 
too higher speeds 

Would be visually nicer to see more greenery 
along the street. 

 



10 

 

Q1. Do you think there should be a one 
storey limit on new houses in 
Otematata?  

Q2. Should we be providing for housing at 
higher densities in Otematata?  
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Q3. What do you like most about Otematata? 

 

Q4. Do you agree that Otematata has a 
unique character that is different 
to other townships in the area?  
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Too costly rates for pitiful services offered 

Keeping business going in the town, great loss with 
the cafe closing. 

Certain people want to get rid of the parks and 
sports areas for the sake of development and to 
line their own pockets. 

Residential demand, rural residential along the 
lakes 

Council and the building inspects. Impossible to 
develop due to council restrictions.  Best thing is 
the library. 

Providing room to grow. 

Developers!  Men wanting to make more money! 

Getting too commercial and suffering growing 
pains. 

Q5. What do you see as Otematata 's biggest challenges at the 
moment? 

 

Details of comments received; 
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Too many people wanting to see a clone of 
Wanaka instead of seeing the uniqueness of 
Otematata. 

Opening up extra land for more housing, roading 
and services for future development.  Attracting 
more permanent and holiday home residents. 
Recycling rubbish, curb side collections. 
Attracting visitors to the area, cycling, fishing, 
sailing, boating. 

Land under single ownership - constraining growth 
of town 

Building sections for housing and a place the 
business area can expand and I would see the 
front of the reserve on state highway 83 being 
that. 

Increasing demand for property and the 
expectations of those coming to own property 
here. The central hub area around the shop and 
hall works ok at the moment but in the future 
more thought is required to make this area 
connect better ie - the grass area over the 
carpark doesn't connect well and very few 
people use it, the hall needs to have an outdoor 
area so as to attract more functions, as at the 
moment it goes directly out into the carpark.  
The other issue is room for expansion. 

It is still a small town population wise except for 
the holiday season, so facilities need to be sized 
for the town, with businesses close to each 
other so they can all feed off the same 
customers. People accept that at holiday peak 
times there will be delays and first in first 
served. Small business will not survive the quite 
times. Travel to other outside areas for supplies 
is not a problem of visitors and I would suggest 
locals, also with the advent of the internet + 
ordering supplies. 

Land is being sold very quickly, there is increasing 
demand for holiday houses, there is a risk that 
more development will reduce the charm of the 
place, there is a low resident population. 

Not to increase much in size, concentrate on 
outdoor activities - walking, mountain biking, 
water activities.   
Would like to see the current houses maintained. 
Would love a community pool open in the 
summer. development of walking/biking tracks

I want to live out the rest of my life here so really 
I want the place to be left and loved as it is!  Keep 
up with the necessities but curb the urban spread!  

Would like to see some areas around the lake 
remain non camping areas for people to enjoy 
some space to roam. For example the bay east of 
Rugged Ridges, we enjoy going for walks without 
lots of people being about, peaceful! 

Have some growth without losing the sense of 
place 

Basically does not change.  

Lake side development of highway opened up for 
rural residential development. no rural scenic on 
this side of the highway. 

I want the town to grow and go forward but not 
at the expense of the existing recreational parks 
and sports fields. For more people to comes to 
our town we will need these areas for them to 
play and relax. Infrastructure that exceeds town 
growth!!! 

Q5. And finally, what are your aspirations/visions for 
Otematata for the next 10-20 years? 
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To be able to keep the uniqueness and family 
friendly village. 

I believe there will be great growth  

Values are increasing making worthwhile for 
people to spend on maintenance and 
improvements, thus it will be busier for longer 
periods, Regeneration of the building stock 
needs to be encouraged as opposed to new 
sites as this will only start to provide high and 
low value areas. In the next 10-20 years  aim to 
improve the existing stock then possibly open 
up some new areas, Otematata is unique , hold 
onto that don't try and make it a tourist spot it 
is now demand plus values will improve  
naturally 

That it retains its uniqueness. That respect is 
given to the locals who live there and are trying 
to forge an income from the businesses they 
operate.  Some long term thought is given to 
rezoning areas for further residential 
development as the current area does not look 
as if it will be available.  

Ensure there is enough services for tourists, but 
also ensure the charm of the place is retained. No 
need for big retail or supermarkets, the 4 square 
is adequate! Oamaru is only 1 hour away. Be 
careful of developing in flood hazard areas.  

Ideally the same amount of growth or less than 
the last 20 years.  For the amount of rates that 
the council have gathered in comparison to the 
amount of expenditure on infrastructure this 
township should be among the wealthiest in the 
country. 
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Q1. Should we be providing for 
housing at higher densities 
in Omarama?  
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Q2. What do you like most about Omarama? 

Q3. Do you agree that Omarama has a 
unique character that is different to 
other townships in the area?  
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Q4. What do you see as Omarama's biggest challenges at the 
moment? 

 
Details of comments received;

Congestion in the business area, worse during 
the summer holidays.  Lack of public car parks - 
far more need to be available further down SH 
83, with an adjacent toilet block. More public 
toilets maybe next to the Community Hall.  
There is currently little room for business 
growth - more land needs to be available on SH 
8 and SH 83. 
The Caltex Garage could move onto SH 8 
between the Sierra Motels and the pub. Truck 
and bus parks could be here too. High density 
housing needed for tourism workers. 
 

Inertia ....lack of big money and the guts to get the 
future sorted...  Central Govt. don't give a toss for 
these small keystone towns that make NZ what it 
is. 

Parking, affordable housing, short term 
accommodation for seasonal workers.  

Keeping the green areas, Traffic congestion and 
keeping public safe on our lack of foot paths in 
certain areas. 
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Rubbish  more rubbish bins and recycle bins 
required.  We often pick up such rubbish and 
bottles from the roadside, streets and walkways.  
Look at Mosburn township as an example of a 
good bin system. 

Lighting - want to reduce lighting for the night 
sky. Bollards facing downwards. Reducing RR for 
single dwelling from 1 ha to 0.5 hectare. Tiny 
homes (moveable - make allowance for these as 
more and more elderly are buying for 
affordability. Height restriction in township to 
be retained at 8m. More green space in 
township facilities for truck drivers to park 
trucks - rabbit board land. Past closed a lot and 
have a lot overlay for the night. 

The ability for the town to expand being 
surrounded by high country farms. The town 
centre is far too congested with limited parking 
available. More housing is needed and so are 
more business's to service a growing town such 
as a hardware store chemist etc. More quality 
housing on display will quickly lift interest in the 
area as a place to live permanently as too many 
houses are unoccupied for much of the year 
used for holiday purposes only. More evening 
eating options during the peak season too. 

Coping with the tourist numbers. Car parking in 
town during the summer is difficult. Lots of 
campers in the campgrounds. Lack of facilities and 
rubbish bins. 

Coping with increasing visitors. -parking, traffic 
flow, loos, rubbish. Walking safely within the 
shop area. 

Urban environment needs more care and 
maintenance.  Bins need to be emptied, paths 
need repair, toilets need an upgrade, better 
recreational facilities and kids playgrounds.  
More parking needed for larger vehicles 
(motorhomes).  Dangerous intersection. 

Airfield is restraining future development - needs 
to be moved to outskirts of town.  Town centre 
needs to be moved away from intersection as to 
congested.  Lack of car parking.  Utilise ex rabbit 
board land for a new business/retail space with 
car parking etc 

Connection around the pub on corner- nowhere 
for the footpath to connect for cyclist. cyclist use 
the footpath not clear that it is a dual passageway. 

The turning arrows cause problems.  They should 
be moved further north as cars coming from 
Queenstown turn at the arrows and end up on 
the incorrect side of the road.  A cycle-lane should 
be provided along the hotel side and a bridge 
over the Ahuriri River for cyclists 
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Q5. And finally, what are your aspirations/visions for 
Omarama for the next 10-20 years? 

 

Keep Omarama small enough so it can maintain 
it's identity and not be swallowed up by 
commercialism and overpricing so ordinary 
families are unable to stay here. Reduce 
congestion in the business area by moving car 
parks further down Chain Hills highway down 
towards the hall. 

A town that is pedestrian and cycle friendly, 
keeping green areas for children and sports, 
generous residential sections and a busy , safe and 
thriving business hub 

That the Council remember we exist, that some 
effort is put in to long term solutions. That the 
community is something the people are proud of 
and respect.  

Move town centre away from intersection. 

The location of Omarama lends itself well as a 
great stopover point. I'd like to see many more 
trees and gardens planted roadside in the 
immediate future to make the town more 
attractive, this planting should extend right out 
to Prohibition Road forming a clear town 
boundary and linking back to SHW8. A cycle / 
walking track should be incorporated around 
the same loop linking with the A2O giving locals 
and tourists a safe area to walk and cycle. 

Let the infrastructure grow as the town grows. 
Keep the town a nice place to stop for travellers 
through the area.  

To be my final home and resting place... 

To keep its small town spirit while growing in a 
controlled and sustainable way 
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Q1. Should we be providing for 
housing at higher densities in 
Ohau?  

 

lifestyle blocks outside the current 
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Q2. What do you like most about Ohau? 

 

Q3. Do you agree that Ohau has a 
unique character that is different to 
other townships in the area?  
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Details of comments received; 

There are no cafes or businesses. Many say they 
have come here because it is not like Wanaka or 
Queenstown. I hope it can retain this uniqueness. 
Being relatively small there is a good sense of 
community amongst those who live or frequent 
their homes here.

It is a residential satellite village - should remain as 
such 

McKinnon Reserve, as it matures, is now 
beginning to reflect our Alpine Village character.  
The lack of commercial development is critical to 
retain the special feel of this village.  This is one 
reason we were attracted to the village. 
Commercial development would ruin it's 
uniqueness.  

The Village is not a service centre rather a small 
collection of houses that each has views to the 
wider landscape it is located within. The layout 
with reserves separating houses is unique and 
sensitive. Fortunately the houses colour and 
design are complimentary to the alpine setting. 

Separate and out of the way. Community very 
exclusive, not friendly towards outsiders and 
tourists. 

It is quiet and peaceful;  a truly wild setting among 
the mountains beside the lake.  There are no 
shops or or indeed any other commercial activity.  
There are only 14 permanent residents.  Visitors 
come and then they leave and it is quiet.

Ohau is unique, remote and peaceful. It has a 
family environment and is inhabited by residents 
who have chosen this location for these reasons. 
Many Ohau residents share a long standing 
association with this location 

The lake is very unusual. A unique character in 
the housing. Fire engine red house out of 
character. 

For a residential area, the Village is quiet, 
uncluttered, peaceful, and during most of the year 
it is isolated from the trappings of human activity. Rural outlook and no shopping. 

Small community' Alpine lakeside location 

There are many areas or parts of the Ohau valley 
that are unique. Too many to list here. You have 
to live here to know this.. and get out and walk at 
the area.. a lot. The amount of visitors to this area 
is already having an impact that is visible. Too 
many people using it as a playground. 

What is most important is that you can drive the 
Lake Ohau Road and not have your view ruined 
by Power Poles telephone wires and minimal 
signs of domestication and this should continue. 
There is so much natural Beauty in the mountains 
and flora and fauna. Ie Mistletoe Nov /Dec 

Rural, unspoiled natural beauty. Minimal impact 
from people and farming. Very small, isolated 
village/community (which is good!). The 
mountains and lakes are remarkable and 
maintaining their pristine condition should be a 
priority, rather than allowing developments to 
spoil the untouched beauty. 

The scale of the village is intrinsic/primary to 
character and should be preserved. Vehicle 
access roads encourage small vehicles (not buses 
etc) The layout and siting of sections doesn't 
allow for infill at boundary or on reserve land.  

Worldwide I have not seen anything like it, it 
should be protected and serve as example. 
Waitaki has something nobody has. The silence of 
the place is precious. 

Unparalleled beauty within an intimate setting 
and an unhurried way of life.  The combination of 
close mountains and lake creates a unique and 
personall communion with nature.  Ben Ohau is a 
very special landmark. 

That it has no shops, cafe's etc - it is truly remote 
and requires an alternative lifestyle.  Connection 
to nature.  Isolated environment 
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Q4. What do you see as Ohau's biggest challenges at the 
moment? 

 

Details of comments received; 

Western view is a natural and historic landscape 
and should not be marred with builds or land 
development.  Beautiful mountains 

Village reserves have been carefully designed and 
developed to incorporate maximum immersion in 
the wilderness environment and stunning scenery 
of one of the most beautiful parts of NZ. 

Small and secluded with special weather 
characteristics. 

Unique environment. Village reserves and 
surrounding views and rich history. 

The small, non-commercial nature with a 
community focus on appreciating and respecting 
the natural environment. 

Delightfully under-developed, low population, 
environment. Freedom campers cause problems 
with human and other waste. 

Lack of the district council listening to the 
community even after council asking for 
community comments. 

Stupid laws that impact the residents lifestyle. 
Too many experts who have zero knowledge of 
this area, and don't live here, but charge us for 
almost everything.  At certain times of the year 
we have too many visitors for the resources in 
the area. It can put a stretch on the environment, 
particularly rubbish and lack of toilet facilities. 

Transparency from council about how much 
money they have from water rates taken over the 
years. Transparency about how much water rates 
council pays for Middleton camp ground and 
house. Trying to keep commercialism away. 

Trying to get the council to listen to property 
owners and not be fobbed off as often seemed to 
happen in the past. 

Trying to keep our water supply as good as it 
always has been and not having to spend a million 
$ to upgrade a system that is not actually broken. 

Remoteness, Alpine Village, Quietness and 
connection to nature and the area surrounding it. 
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Risk of losing remoteness and peacefulness 

Overdevelopment of the area, including 
commercialisation; Water supply upgrade; Poor 
oversight and action on weed control; 
Managing fire risk; Preventing Ohau Village 
from being looked on as a conventional rural 
town, We come to Ohau because we choose to 
live in a unique natural relatively undeveloped 
place; Trying to retain the status of Outstanding 
Natural Landscapes vs attempts at more 
subdivisions and building developments in 
these areas - Tourists and locals are not looking 
for that. 

The Village is not a service centre rather a small 
collection of houses that each has views to the 
wider landscape it is located within. The layout 
with reserves separating houses is unique and 
sensitive. Fortunately the houses colour and 
design are complimentary to the alpine setting. 

Getting the removal of wilding tree species on 
sections within the Village and on the lifestyle 
blocks around it. These trees are totally 
unsuitable for an urban setting. Protecting the 
landscape around the lake from inappropriate 
development - including further housing and 
development that the local Councillor seems to 
think needs to happen - he can have 
development at Omarama - we don't need it at 
Lake Ohau! Making sure commercial activities 
don't become established in the Village. 

The current static residential population. Need to 
allow for some further development to try to 
bring in tourists, etc. to experience everything 
Ohau has to offer.  

The threat of further development, either with 
commercial activity or further housing.  A new 
water supply will mean a big increase in rates, 
but so be it - I chose to live here because of its 
peace and isolation among the mountains.  
There are more visitors, coming by car or bike 
and freedom toilet arrangements or lack of them 
can be an issue.   

Drinking Water Debate, and a desire to increase 
housing density by those who seek to profit from 
the region. Cheaper housing will increase the 
number of holiday homes rather than the number 
of residents. 

Rubbish disposal. Restriction on renting out places 
on short term basis 

The biggest challenge is to overcome any future 
planned development in order to convert the 
Village and its surrounds into another Wanaka or 
Queenstown. Why New Zealanders feel the need 
to impose their ability to develop and 
consequently destroy natural beauty is a 
mystery. It seems to be one of their diseases. 

Water supply. Weeds and other vegetation on 
both public and private land creates an untidy 
village and a very high fire risk. The large pine 
and larch trees in the area are reaching the end 
of their life and will soon become a danger to 
both property and people. To maintain an 
attractive little village council needs to ensure 
no more shacks appear like the one at my point 
on the map.

Keeping it pristine. Its uniqueness will make 
Waitaki District Council unique. Tourism access, 
camping, and farming should be regulated and 
monitored to prevent water, noise, and garbage 
pollution. 

As visitor numbers increase (A2O etc) it is 
imperative that the uniqueness of the area is not 
spoiled or sullied by inconsiderate visitors who 
don't care for the environment in the same way 
as the locals do.  Further development would 
undoubtedly change the very spirit of this 
pristine land (as has happened all too often in 
the South Island).  It is a difficult path to follow 
to retain the character yet make the uniqueness 
available to all.Fire risk? People who have sections need to mow 

grasses, cart away chopped down trees and 
shrubs. Leave the natural environment the same 
but ensure all vegetation is clear.  Leave the trees 
alone on the reserve. These provide shelter and 
give the alpine village its uniqueness. 
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Q5. And finally, what are your aspirations/visions for Ohau for 
the next 10-20 years? 

 

Retaining the village, reserves and surrounding 
countryside and landscape with minimal change 
from development or infrastructure.  Mckinnon 
Reserve must be retained as a natural reserve 
with no infrastructure.  Water supply.  Cyclists on 
Lake Road 

Provide safe roading and cycleways for A2O users.  
Provide a reasonable and affordable water supply.  
Control of wilding pines. 

Subdivision of the farm land around the lake. 
The risk of poorly controlled development due 
to the disjoint nature this would occur in the 
how that would spoil the wilderness feel of the 
valley. A few buildings that have been 
constructed that set a poor precedent, and 
precedents are dangerous. Development seems 
only restricted in the same sense as an Oamaru 
lot -not in keeping with this locale. 3 properties 
have been approved that adjoin our ROW with 
designs that necessitate use of it -how? 

Need to draw a plan to accommodate 
development over the next 30years and stick to 
that plan which will preserve the natural beauty 
and wilderness of the area. The supply of water 
and collect of rubbish and council services for the 
area 

Ensuring that no more subdivisions are allowed. 
Ensuring that our water supply remain where it is 
with an upgrade and treatment. 

Too many people, development. Maintaining 
pristine water supplies for residents and visitors 
alike. Freedom campers and visitors spoiling the 
area with dumping waste. Suitable 
infrastructure (water, rubbish, sewage) for 
residents. Small pool of ratepayers to support 
environmental initiatives (e.g. pest 
management, invasive species control, etc.) 
Impacts from tourists/visitors.

Combating those who think new subdivision of 
land or growth is necessary at Ohau. Surrounding 
townships want growth so residential and 
commercial development should be in those 
areas.  

The water quality for the residents, balancing 
visitors and infrastructure, handing visitor 
numbers without ruining what is there now. 

Freedom campers.  Noise disturbance from visitors 
and traffic.   

Water scheme to conform to national standards. 

Keeping Ohau the same with no new 
infrastructure and affecting the land. 

McKinnon Reserve is under threat from plans to 
build a water treatment plant - no heed being 
taken of existing rules of Waitaki Reserves 
Management Plan 2014.  Getting Council to 
respect the Ohau environment. 

Convincing Council to provide water that is not 
chlorinated. Manage freedom camping sites and 
increase in visitors by providing waste facilities, 
toilets and scenic pull-over areas for photo 
opportunities. 

That it essentially stays as it is. 

The maintenance and further creation of a 
stainable community that places the uniqueness 
of the region at the centre of its development 
aspirations.  

A tidy little alpine village that caters for the needs 
of local business, holiday homes/recreation and 
retirement. Much needs to be done to improve 
the area around Lake Middleton to both improve 
and tidy the camping area and protect the 
environment(water quality in particular)  
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Look I don t really mind. I do however would like 
to see any development done in a way that fits 
into the environment. EG No building RED 
houses. BUT development will happen and Ohau 
will grow. Please ensure that it is done tastefully 
and blends into the natural environment.

We hope that Ohau village and surrounding 
areas will remain uncommercialised, and no 
increase in section numbers, including the 
whole Ohau basin. Anecdotally we are aware 
that several recent property purchasers have 
come to Ohau to escape the congested and 
commercialised Queenstown Wanaka areas. It is 
their bolthole too.  Our wish is that it will remain 
as it is, with good, well maintained basic 
amenities, and no more than that. 

Getting the removal of wilding tree species on 
sections within the Village and on the lifestyle 
blocks around it. These trees are totally 
unsuitable for an urban setting. Protecting the 
landscape around the lake from inappropriate 
development - including further housing and 
development that the local Councillor seems to 
think needs to happen - he can have 
development at Omarama - we don't need it at 
Lake Ohau! Making sure commercial activities 
don't become established in the Village. 

Houses in the Village continue to be built of 
varying sizes and designs suitable for the alpine 
setting and section size. The landscapes around 
the Lake are protected from inappropriate 
development, including no more subdivision 
within the lifestyle blocks and no new 
residential areas. Rural activities are of a scale 
and intensity suitable for the location - no 
intensive farming such as dairying occurs. 
Lighting in the Village/houses allows the night 
sky to be enjoyed 

Full up residential development, more 
development to happen after new land releases. 
Some increased tourism presence following 
development of a hotel/motel lakeside for water 
sports in the summer and increased development 
at the Ohau lodge for winter sports.  

I would like Ohau to retain its current sense of 
rugged and wild isolation with no further 
housing development and no commercial 
development.  We have clear night skies and I 
would like to see lighting in the village 
minimized and low posts for down lighting only 
in the village so that people can enjoy the night 
sky.  Boating on Lake Middleton should be 
curtailed so that noise and speed are kept to a 
minimum.  Speed limits on the road where the 
A2O cyclists should be permanently 70kph. 

I would like to see it like a small swiss alpine village. 
Retain the alpine village feeling. As far as the Village is concerned, it has taken 

about 30 years to build about 65 houses. It will 
take at least 20 years to build the next 60. The 
number of permanent residents oscillates 
between 15 and 25 - this over the last 20 years. I 
hope it stays like this. I hope developers are able 
to keep their grubby paws of this area that is the 
magnificent Lake Ohau. 

Much of the same as the past 20 years. No more 
housing or sub divisions. A council that listens 
to those of us who live here permanently, and 
know the facts and history of this area. Link our 
rates to the services we actually receive, and 
not paying another cent to ECAN. We live in 
north Otago, and not Canterbury. Its a sort, and 
we all know it. Those of us who live here wish 
only the very best for this area, and don't want 
it plundered by greedy developers who live 
elsewhere, and not at Ohau. 

To maintain steady as it goes with no further 
developments. For the council to maintain its 
ruling that the 20 hectare land blocks not be 
subdivided. To keep commercialism out of the 
area and let it maintain Rural Scenic zoning. To 
not allow irrigation water to pumped out of 
Lake Ohau. For the council to provide fair and 
reasonable governance over the area. For the 
area to remain pleasant and quiet for people to 
enjoy without freneticism like Wanaka and 
Queenstown types of places. 

That it remains remote with no shops, cafe's etc or 
additional development.  Less boat activity on the 
lake 
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END. 

Just leave Ohau as it is.  Don't spoil what we have 
here.   

The village retains its natural spaces and beauty 
and is not trashed with ugly utilities in the wrong 
places.  That the existing strong sense of 
community and environmental values continues 

Vacant sections to be built on.  More permanent 
residents.  More weed and pest management.  
Maintain roading infrastructure to a high 
standard.  Manage tourism pressures. 

That Ohau is seen as a showcase.  Preservation of 
the Mackenzie Basin.  Less light pollution.  
Affordable rubbish collection.  No further 
subdivision.  Control tourism and keep small 
footprint. Provide a community hall on common 
land. 

Any housing development to be kept away from 
lake and road side, and to suitable parcels of 
land between village and lodge. Strict rules to 
apply to architecture so that is subdued. No 
more white/silver roofs. Ohau to continue to be 
seen as a destination in the wilderness where 
the natural environment is preserved. No 
restaurants, shops cafes etc. Aside from the 
lodge and ski field which is like the town hub for 
this community. No more cowboy development 
behaviour let go by Council.  

That the council develops a plan that clearly 
states what development can take place if any 
can take place. Plan where the Alps to Ocean 
trail might be to take cyclists of the road. Draw 
a line on a map which shows building will only 
occur above this line so any future building will 
not be in view of the Public from the road in 
order to protect the unique environment of the 
Ohau Valley and will only occur on the Western 
southern side of the Ohau Road.  

Maintain the natural beauty, landscapes, and 
environment. The region needs assistance from 
the wider Waitaki District to support clean water 
and suitable infrastructure (e.g. roads). 

Protect it for future generation to enjoy. Prevent 
its commercialization as it would lose its current 
unique value for tourists wanting a relaxed 
holiday. The value of this place protected for the 
10-20 years will be unique for the district. 

To get rid of broom, wilding pines and even 
lupins, but above all to preserve the unique spirit 
of this wonderful natural environment, where 
visitor facilities are limited in order not to change 
the character for those who chose this 
environment for special reasons - they deserve 
to have their dreams fulfilled, while visitors must 
be given the opportunity to appreciate the area.

That people can discover Ohau the same way it 
was when I did and be able to appreciate the quiet 
and beautiful surroundings. 

That our children will find this wonderful place as 
we have known it and they have come to know it.  
The village must be retained as residential only, 
the reserves retained for use by ratepayers and 
visitors to enjoy to the fullest extent. 

ONL should be extended to include the Ohau 
moraine and outwash.  Whole system from the 
lake to moraine and outwash is impressive and 
needs to be recognised in the District Plan.

Ohau should be left alone as a reminder of the 
past and representative of unique biotic and 
landscape features of the South Canterbury high 
country and as a place of relaxation, quiet 
reflection and peaceful enjoyment of the natural 
environment. 

Remains a quiet and beautiful place and not 
ending up like Wanaka. 


